
What Kawakawa means to us 

Kawakawa symbolises our children’s health and wellbeing.  

The Kawakawa Tree played a vital role in the Māori world, 

it was an ever-present symbol throughout life used in many 

aspects from birth to adulthood.  Protecting and nurturing 

health and wellbeing includes paying attention to aspects of 

physical care and physical activity.  In Kawakawa, all children 

have the right to a responsive environment to support their 

development of self-worth, identity, confidence and 

enjoyment, together with emotional regulation and self-

control.  Children understand their own mana atuatanga – 

uniqueness and spiritual connectedness 


